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TRACY WARD

Got ghost? Well,
prepare for a
haunting little tale

It happened a few years ago, during
what started as a cozy family din-
ner on a cold winter night.

Pitch black outside, the guys had
already planted themselves in

front of the TV, the kids were off play-
ing and my mom and I, sleeves rolled
up, were talking and chatting, clearing
up the last of the dinner dishes.

Something caught the corner of my
eye and I heard my mom say, “Whoa!”
For a couple of seconds, we stood
watching this white mist, a figure,
moving deliberately across the front
hall until it simply disappeared.

We felt it.
The hair on our forearms stood on

end. After a few more seconds, I guess
we were waiting for it to reappear; we
finally turned to each other.

“Mom, did you see that? Did you see
that?” She had.

We talked about it again this week.
“I didn’t feel any cold air, I just knew

it was something,” she remembers. “It
wasn’t fearful at all … it was almost
kind of nice. Like somebody just pass-
ing through quickly, not walking, sort
of whooshing through.”

At the time, we laughed it off and fig-
ured it was Grandma, checking on us.

It feels silly to tell people you’ve seen
what may have been a ghost. Web sites
make you feel ridiculous with lines
like: “Are you having a problem with
hauntings?”

I tell people I don’t believe in ghosts,
I just happened to see one. My dad
laughs. My husband hums the
“Twilight Zone” theme.

But it was real to us.
And thank God my Mom saw it, too.

As witnesses go, she’s a Republican, a
woman who reads nonfiction and does
daily crossword puzzles. This is not a
woman who sees things that go bump
in the night.

If we’re nuts or delusional, we have
plenty of company. So many families
have ghost stories that are repeated
and retold. People truly believe loved
ones have contacted them. Others can’t
explain away otherworldly goings on in
their homes.

Online buddy Jane Miller wrote
recently about her family’s bathroom
ghost, which stirred up trouble at her
parents’ Chicago home a few years ago.

“My mother was working in the
kitchen and my 15-year-old brother
was asleep in the back bedroom. The
bathroom is located in the hallway
between the two and visible from the
kitchen,” she wrote.

“My mother was intent on what she
was doing when all of a sudden all heck
broke loose in the bathroom — it sound-
ed as if something was picking up things
in the bathroom and smashing them
against the walls and floor. My mother
dropped what she was doing and rushed
to the bathroom door. My brother suf-
fered from severe bronchitis, and she
thought he was having an attack.

“My brother had heard the racket
and had come flying out of the bed-
room, hitting the bathroom door the
same time she did. They were sur-
prised by what they found when they
opened the door. All the sundries that
had been sitting on the bathroom win-
dow sill, were now neatly lined up on
the bathroom floor. This included a
number of glass bottles of nail polish,
cologne, etc. Nothing was broken. The
bathroom window was shut tight so it
couldn’t have been wind that caused
the items to leave the sill.

“My dad’s best friend had passed
away, recently. Immediately, my mother
thought about him. He had been a
practical joker and she thought this
must have been his way of teasing her
from beyond the grave.”

So, think we’re crazy? We’d love to
hear from Oakland County about any
ghosts you may have encountered or
personal poltergeist stories in your
closet for, shall we say, a spirited story
before Halloween.

(Contact Tracy Ward at (248) 745-
4671 or by e-mail at tracy.ward@
oakpress.com.)

By KRISTINA GRANT
Special to The Daily Oakland Press

K imberly Kassner will do almost
anything to make a point.

She pretended to be an alien
who couldn’t make a peanut but-
ter and jelly sandwich; she blew

up her cheeks to look like a monkey; and she
set the introduction of Romeo and Juliet to
the beats of rap music.

She is on a quest to make the most out of
learning, and to make learning fun. In her
two-day workshops, she teaches people how

easy it is to learn.
“Education doesn’t

have to be work,” says
Kassner, a 42-year-old
mother, wife, teacher
and writer as well as
business creator.

This Commerce
Township woman has
a full plate, but the
constant energy in her
voice is a sign she can
easily handle things.

Besides focusing on
her 3-year-old son and
husband of six years,

Peter Earley, Kassner dedicates her time to
teaching students how to “maximize their
learning potential.”

While in California in 1990, she worked
with at-risk children and her philosophy was
if she could make them better learners, she
could make her program work with anyone.

Just one year later she jump-started
EmpowerMind, a two-day workshop to help
students master academic tasks, build self-
confidence, retain information and discover
how to convert information into their individ-
ual learning style.

Kassner says she recently returned to her
native state of Michigan to continue her work.

“This is where my heart is,” she says.
Kassner is so confident in her teaching
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Learning specialist and academic coach Kimberly Kassner works with 17-year-old Mike Miller, a
senior at Walled Lake Central.

Trainer observes
individual styles,
turns study time

into play time

If you go
Kimberly Kassner will

have an EmpowerMind
two-day workshop at the
Livonia Holiday Inn from
9 a.m.-4 p.m., Nov. 2
and Nov. 9. Cost is $295
per person. Participants
must be at least 10
years old. Call (248)
363-2318 or e-mail
Kassner@aol.com for
more information.
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‘Dress for Success’ had the right idea
By CAROL HOPKINS
Of The Daily Oakland Press

Karen Daskas, who co-owns Tender
store in Birmingham with sister
Cheryl, recently was surprised when
she sold all of the $1,375 multicolored
tweed blazers in stock.

“They just flew off the racks,” she
says.

The store also has been selling more
dresses and suits, “and we haven’t sold
a lot in the last few years.”

Fashion directors around the area,
including those at department stores
like Saks Fifth Avenue and Nordstrom,
are discovering people dressing up
again in the office.

“Companies have realized business
casual wasn’t where they wanted to go,”
says Gregg Andrews, one of Nord-
strom’s national fashion directors.
“Businesses are going back to tradition-
al dress or rewriting a dress code.”

Some speculate the trend may have
to do with the United States being at
war, or the economy dragging along.

“We’re certainly seeing it on the run-
ways,” says Cheryl Hall, Saks’ manager

of fashion public relations and special
events.

Image consultant Barbara Davis with
Farmington Hills-based The Fourmid-
able Group remembers back to when
three-piece suits were de rigueur for
men and bowties and suits for women
in the office.

Davis can’t wait to say farewell to
revealing clothes and business casual
wear, and blames it for some of what is
wrong with society today, including bad
manners and poor posture.

“It shapes behavior,” she explains. “I
don’t see that (casual) works for an
organization.”

Stories of bad casual wear abound.
Royal Oak resident Jeff Tomschin, 32,
director of human resources at Livonia-
based Phillips Service Industries, has
always worn suits to work. But during
office casual days, he was surprised.

“I was seeing ripped jeans and con-
cert T-shirts,” he says.

One office worker was startled to
encounter a female department director
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Marla Feldman-Lyons (left),president of Marty Feldman Chevrolet,com-
pares clothes with Christine Sage, one of Tender’s sales associates. PLEASE SEE FASHION/PAGE D-3

Charitable organizations selling
holiday cards this season are invited to
send samples of the cards as well as
information on how they can be
obtained to The Daily Oakland Press
for a special listing. Cards will be
accepted through Nov. 14. Send to:
Holiday Cards, c/o Dolly Moiseeff, The
Daily Oakland Press, 48 W. Huron,
Pontiac 48342.
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